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FOREWORD

This volume is the proceedings of an international conference ,,Mercenaries
and Crusaders (1202-1480)” held between 22-24 June 2022 at the University
of Debrecen (https://mercenariesandcrusaders.com/). It was organised and the
proceedings have been edited under the auspices of the HUN-REN (Hungarian
Research Network) — University of Debrecen Research Group “Military History
of Medieval Hungary and Central Europe”. The conference was funded by Na-
tional Research, Development and Innovation Fund. The volume is also spon-
sored bv the ,,Hungary in Medieval Europe” project under the framework of the
University of Debrecen’s Thematic Excellence Program as well as the “Sources
of Medieval Hungarian Military Organization in Europe, 1301-1437” research
program of the National Research, Development and Innovation Fund.

The original idea of a conference like that was brought forward years
ago by Olbei Tamdas (Université de Lorraine, Nancy-Metz — University of
Debrecen) and Jodo Nisa (Universidade de Coimbra), for which I myself
and the editorial board are grateful. It is due to their efforts that the con-
ference was to be organised in a collaboration with the Histoire et Cultures
de I'Antiquité et du Moyen Age (Université de Lorraine, Nancy-Metz) and
the Centro de Histéria da Sociedade e da Cultura (Universidade de Coim-
bra). I need to thank here for the members of the Organizing and Scientific
Committee, Professor José Pedro Paiva (Coimbra) and Professor Guy Vottéro
(Nancy), Professor Miguel Gomes Martins (Universidade Nova de Lisboa),
Professor Francisco Garcia Fitz (Universidad de Extremadura), Professor
Jodo Gouveia Monteiro (Coimbra). We are also grateful for the key-note
speakers, Professor Valérie Toureille (CY Cergy Paris Université), Professor
Sylvain Gouguenheim (Ecole normale supérieure de Lyon) and Professor Saul
Gomes (Coimbra). Professor Toureille and Michael Depreter (Harris Manches-
ter College, University of Oxford), Laszlé Veszprémy (Péter PAzmany Catholic
University), Agnes Maléth, Zsolt Hunyadi and Istvan Petrovics (University
of Szeged) as well as Jodo Nisa (Universidade de Coimbra), Laszlé Pésan,
Attila Gyorkos, Ad4m Novéak and Orsolya T6th (University of Debrecen) also
acted as reviewers. Due to help of Jodo Nisa in the first place the conference
was also supported by the Asociacién Ibérica de Historia Militar, Caceres,
the Instituto de Estudos Medievais, the Universidade Nova de Lisboa and
the Universidade de Extremadura as well as the Fundacio para a Ciéncia e a
Tecnologia, Republica Portuguesa. Some scholars also gave papers in a part-
nership with the University of Public Service, Faculty of Military Sciences
and Officer Training.

In June 2022, 52 researchers presented papers in 16 sessions. We were
pleased to welcome distinguished scholars from the Polish Academy of Sciences
(Krakéw), Webster University Vienna, the University of Bucharest, the Eu-
ropa-Universitat Flensburg, Uzhhorod National University, Institute of His-
tory, Belgrade, Novosibirsk State University, the Centre for Transylvanian
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Studies, Romanian Academy (Cluj), Odessa Mechnikov National University,
University of Novi Sad, University of Crete (Rethymnon-Heraklyon), Cyprus
Research Centre (Nicosia), Nicolaus Copernicus University (Torun), the Uni-
versity of Bialystok, the Jesuit University Ignatianum (Krakéw), Moéra Ferenc
Museum (Szeged), Universitat de Valéncia, the universities of Pécs and Szeged
as well as E6tvos Lorand University Budapest. Special panels were organised by
the scholars of Stanford University and Queen’s University (Kingston, Ontario)
the Universidade de Coimbra and the Universidade Nova de Lisboa. Speakers
from Canada, Greece, Albania, Ukraine, Turkey, Azerbaijan and Belarus also
presented papers.

The conference explored the subject of crusaders and mercenaries from a
broad perspective. It covered the armies of the Hundred Years’ War, the Cata-
lan companies, the condottieri in Florence and Genoa, mercenaries in the Bal-
kans, the Levant, the Polish-Lithuanian kingdom, as well as the Turcopoliers of
the knightly orders. The Northern Crusades, the Baltic Crusades, the Iberian
Reconquista, the crusades against the heretics in Bosnia and Hussites were
examined. The role of the ideological and religious background, the Holy See,
the papal legates, recruitment, tactics, strategy, supply, logistics, equipment,
booty, were also investigated.

The organisers placed an emphasis on mentoring. PhD students also had
an opportunity to present themselves in front of prestigious representatives of
medieval studies.

I would especially like to thank Sandor Onadi, Melinda Jakab and Addm
Novak for their enormous work and all their never-ceasing efforts in the edi-
torial process. I also do thank Zoltan Véber for his IT services all through the
organization and the hosting of the website. I am also pleased to have — as
usual — Balazs Bacsa “at hand” in the English language proofs.

Attila Barany

Department of History
University of Debrecen

Further information:
http://memhung.hu/
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